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marsh-land than any other part of the world of similar extent.
In the past this was regarded as a serious disadvantage. But
within the past few years great achievements have been
recorded in the utilization of peat from bogs. Some of the
most important electric power stations now work entirely on
this type of fuel. Manure, litter for animals, and chemical
products are obtained from peat. When the lands have been
suitably drained, and fertilizers applied, large crops of
vegetables have been raised on former bog-land.
While large areas of the deciduous forests have been cleared
for agriculture most of the coniferous forests remain to-day
in their virgin state, agriculture being confined to the natural
meadows of the river valleys. The value of the coniferous
forests lies chiefly in their supplies of timber and valuable
fur-bearing animals.
THE STEPPE ZONE
Between the forest zone of the north and the steppe zone
of the south there is a transitional region, usually known as
the wooded steppe zone. The forest gradually becomes more
open, light, and sunny; there are woods and coppices with
grassland between them. In favourable positions, especially
on the sides of ravines and valleys, thick woods may develop,
consisting of a cover of oak, lime, maple, and elm, with an
undergrowth of hazel- and spindle-trees, mixed with briar on
the outskirts of the woods. In the west hornbeam-, plantain-,
pear-, and cherry-trees, and blackthorn- and hawthorn-bushes,
are very common. In the south the woods and coppices
become more and more infrequent. The expanses of open
steppe between the woods become greater, until finally trees
occur only along the sides of valleys and ravines.
The zone of true steppe occupies about 12 per cent, of the
territory of the Soviet Union and corresponds to the fertile
zone of black earth. The climate of the steppe is character-
ized by great annual variation in temperature and rainfall.
/The rainfall is about 16 inches in the west (near Odessa),
but decreases rapidly towards the east. It falls mainly in
spring or early summer. Tree-growth is therefore limited